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   EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MARGARET BURKE WILL RETIRE 

 
LEAVING A LEGACY OF ACHIEVEMENTS FOR THE CONCORD MUSEUM  

   
 

(CONCORD February 1, 2018) –After seven years of successful leadership, Dr. Margaret (Peggy) 

Burke, Executive Director of the Concord Museum, will retire at the end of February, 2018. 

 

Churchill Franklin, President of the Board of Governors, stated, “The transformation of the 

Concord Museum under Peggy’s leadership has been nothing short of inspirational. Together with 

the Board of Governors, she has raised more than $12.5 million in a little over two years to fund 

the Museum’s significant expansion. She has doubled the number of visiting students from 6,000 

in 2011 to more than 12,000 in 2017. The Paul Revere’s Ride Fund is paying for kids from 

Lawrence and Lowell to visit the Museum and experience first-hand unforgettable history 

programs. She has been a dynamic leader and truly has brought the Museum to new heights. We 

will deeply miss her.”  

 

Some of the Concord Museum’s accomplishments under Burke’s leadership include: 

 

 The new Education Center, with expanded collections storage facilities and staff offices, 

which is scheduled to open in summer 2018. The project also includes a fully renovated 

physical plant, expanded parking, and greatly enhanced visitor facilities. 

 The strategic acquisition of a 1.4 acre parcel of contiguous land from the Ralph Waldo 

Emerson Memorial Association. 

 The $13M capital and endowment campaign, which is nearing completion. The campaign 

will add $3 million to the Museum’s endowment. 

 The Paul Revere’s Ride Fund, which provides free buses to the Museum and waives 

program fees for 3,000 students each year from Lowell and Lawrence. 

 A major changing exhibition program, culminating in 2017 with This Ever New Self: 

Thoreau and His Journal, a collaborative exhibition with the Morgan Library & Museum. 

Among the many significant exhibitions are: Annie Leibovitz: Pilgrimage (2012); Early 

Spring: Henry Thoreau and Climate Change (2013); From the Minute Man to the Lincoln 

Memorial: The Timeless Sculpture of Daniel Chester French (2013-14); The Shot Heard 

Round the World: April 19, 1775 (2014); and N.C. Wyeth’s Men of Concord (2016). 
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 Through major funding from IMLS, the development of an innovative and exciting 

conceptual plan for the reinstallation of the Museum’s permanent collections post- 

construction. 

 An engaged, visionary, and committed Board of Governors and Board of Trustees, as well 

as an extremely dedicated and professional staff. 

 A supportive and vital Guild of Volunteers. 

 Close and collaborative relationships with many museum, historic sites, and nonprofit 

institutions in the Town and region. 

 A stable and significantly expanded operating budget that reflects substantial growth in 

annual giving, foundation and corporate support, membership, and earned income. 

 A higher regional and national profile, due to significant exhibitions and programs and the 

efforts of a full-time Director of Marketing and Public Relations. 

 Reaccreditation by the American Alliance of Museums in 2015. 

 

 

President Franklin named Ralph Earle, Vice President of the Board of Governors, as the chair of 

the Search Committee for a new Executive Director, and the Concord Museum hired the New 

York search firm Phillips Oppenheim to assist with this effort. 

 

Peggy explained, “In the months ahead, I will continue to work with the Board, Governors, and 

staff to ensure a smooth transition to new leadership. My husband Dennis Fiori and I plan to stay 

in Concord and look forward to an exciting and dynamic future for the Concord Museum. The 

Concord Museum will always have a special place in my heart.” 

 

   

About the Concord Museum: The Concord Museum is where all of Concord’s remarkable past 

is brought to life through an inspiring collection of historical, literary, and decorative arts 

treasures. Renowned for the 1775 Revere lantern and Henry Thoreau’s Walden desk, the Concord 

Museum is home to a nationally significant collection of American decorative arts, including 

clocks, furniture, and silver. Founded in 1886, the Museum is a gateway to historic Concord for 

visitors from around the world and a vital cultural resource for the town and region.  

 

 


